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g the tree after dinner on December 10th.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shepherd’s Voice 

Worship: 10:00 a.m. 

After service Bible Study (led by Gary Seider)  

 

Children’s Church is offered on non-Communion 

Sundays, during the Sermon. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

A Heart of Gratitude 
 

Beneath a sky ablaze with dawn’s golden fire, a weary traveler 

pauses on a windswept hill, heart stirred by the timeless song of 

Psalm 100: “Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! Serve 

the Lord with gladness! Come into his presence with singing!” 

(Ps. 100:1-2, ESV). The words swirl like autumn leaves, kindling 

a flame of gratitude that warms the soul. This is no fleeting 

melody—it’s a call to rejoice in Jesus Christ, the Savior who 

binds up brokenness and lights the way home. In Him, 

thanksgiving becomes a river, flowing deep and wide, a heartfelt 

response to every gift poured out—life, breath, love, redemption, 

family, friends, and the beauty of creation. 

 

The psalm’s truth resounds: “Know that the Lord, he is God! It is 

he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the 

sheep of his pasture” (Ps. 100:3, ESV). Jesus, the Good 

Shepherd, standing in emerald meadows, His gentle voice calling 

each sheep by name. With scarred hands, He gathers the lost, His 

cross a radiant testament to love that claims us forever. Every 

sunrise, every meal, every moment of grace, every whispered 

prayer answered—each is a gift from His hand, stirring gratitude 

that spills over in songs of praise. 

 

“Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise!” 

(Ps. 100:4a, ESV). Through Christ’s sacrifice, heaven’s gates 

swing wide, welcoming us into God’s radiant presence. 

Thanksgiving rises for all He provides: the air we breathe, the 

hope that sustains, the promise of eternity, and the fellowship of 

His people. His love, poured out like a crimson tide, endures 

forever; His faithfulness shines brighter than the stars (Psalm 

100:5). So, may every heart, like that traveler, overflow with 

thanksgiving, a ceaseless anthem of joy for every gift, serving 

Jesus with gladness and proclaiming His boundless goodness to 

every corner of the earth. 

 

Prayer - Heavenly Father, God of all grace, govern our hearts 

that we may never forget Your blessings but steadfastly thank 

and praise You for all Your goodness in this life until, with all 

Your saints, we praise You eternally in Your heavenly kingdom; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

Your Servant in Christ, 
 

Rev. Brian K. Thieme 

Pastor, Trinity Lutheran Church, Columbia, Mo.  

Missouri District 
  

 

PET PROJECT 
Pick up will be arranged by calling when we have items ready.  

At this time, they will no longer be accepting pill bottles.  

Please bring in your clean empty cans and clean dry plastic 

milk jugs or other plastic jugs that have handles. 

 

THE JUGS MUST BE DRY INSIDE. 

December Church Events  
12.2  Elders Meeting  – 7 pm  

NO ADULT BIBLE STUDY IN DECEMBER 

12.3  Advent Midweek Dinner/Service - 6 pm/7 pm 

12.3  AA – 6 pm 

NO ZOOM PRAYER GROUP IN DECEMBER  

12.6  AA – 6 pm 

NO WOMEN’S GUILD MEETING IN DECEMBER 

12.9   Heritage Hall – 10 am 

12.10  Advent Midweek Dinner/Service - 6 pm/7 pm 

12.10  AA - 6 pm 

12.13  AA - 6 pm 

12.14  Children’s Christmas Program/Turkey Dinner  

12.16  Worship Committee – 4:30 pm 

12.17  Advent Midweek Dinner/Service - 6 pm/7 pm 

12.17  AA - 6 pm 

12.20  AA - 6 pm   

12.24  AA - 6 pm 

12.24  Christmas Eve Dinner - 5:30 pm  

12.24 Chirstmas Eve Candlelight Service - 7 pm 

12.27  AA - 6 pm  

12.31  AA - 6 pm 

 

Sunday Events  
Sunday School:  9:00 am 

Adult Bible Study: 9:00 a.m. led by Pastor Lanning 

Worship: 10:00 a.m. 



 

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 

Elders Meeting 7 pm 

3 

Midweek Advent 

Dinner 6 pm 

AA 6 pm 

Service 7 pm 

4 5 6 

 

AA 6 pm 

7 

9 am Adult Bible Study  

10 am Worship w/Holy 

Communion  

 

 

8 9 

Mission Committee 7 pm 

10 

Midweek Advent 

Dinner 6 pm 

AA 6 pm 

Service 7 pm 

11 12 

 

13 

AA 6 pm 

14 

9 am Adult Bible Study 

10 a.m. Worship Service  

Children’s Christmas 

Program 

LWML Turkey Dinner  

 

 

 

15 16 

 

17 

Midweek Advent 

Dinner 6 pm 

Hosted by Lannings 

AA 6 pm 

Service 7 pm 

18 

 

19 

 

20 

AA 6 pm 

21 

9 am Adult Bible Study 

10 a.m. Worship w/Holy 

Communion  

 

22 

 

23 

 

24 

AA 6 pm 

Christmas Eve supper 

from 5:30-6:15  

Service 7 pm 

25 26 27 

AA 6 pm 

28 

9 am Adult Bible Study 

10 a.m. Worship Service  

 

 

29 30 31 

AA 6 pm 

   

 

  

   

              
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

DECEMBER CALENDAR 

 

December Birthdays 
 

Brittany Gorczyca               12.1 

Martha Sydow                      12.3 

Barbara Fischer                   12.5 

Jane St. John                        12.9 

Cheryl Steffan                      12.11 

Henry Rainey                       12.12 

Matthew Rojas                     12.18 

Katherine Lanning              12.19 

Starr Nadler                         12.20 

Liliana Rojas                        12.21 

Palmyra Dubbert                 12.28 

 

 December Anniversaries 
James and Hannah Lanning                 12.21 

 
 

 



OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD PACKING PARTY 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

On November 

9th, after a 

delicious taco 

bar lunch 

(thank you 

Vickie Chism 

and Wendy 

Fischer!) many 

hands helped 

pack shoe 

boxes for the  

Operation  

Christmas 

Child program. 

 

A total of 130 

boxes were 

packed, had 

notes written 

and were 

prayed over for 

the children 

receiving 

them. Sunday 

School 

students were 

present to 

assist with 

packing the 

boxes.   

Jacki Stelzer and Hannah Lanning extend warm and appreciative “thank you’s” to Vickie Chism and Wendy Fischer for planning and 

preparing lunch.  Thank you, Vickie for the Thrivent Action Team, to obtain the ingredients.  Also, thank you to the Sunday School for your 

help with packing.  Thank you to all the volunteers who showed up and packed boxes.  And to those who assisted with  clean up.  Thank you 

to those in our church family who have made contributions towards the shipping and have supported this mission.  YOU are appreciated!!! 



OPPORTUNITIES TO SHARE WITH OTHERS  
YOUR gifts are appreciated by the sponsoring organizations AND the recipients! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Lutheran Hour Ministries is celebrating 75 years in the Rose Parade!  This PETAL PUSHERS FLOAT “Bringing Christ to the 

Nations” features a TEAM JESUS Blimp flying over the world and Jesus celebrating with 12 modern day disciples as it features the 

message “ALL WELCOME”.  “Team Jesus serves as a reminder that it takes all to fulfill the callings Christ has placed upon us to do the 

work of bringing Christ and his redeeming love to the world.   will be seen during the New Year’s Day Rose Parade that broadcasts at 10 

a.m. on January 1, 2026.   

 

The Centralia Chamber of Commerce Angel Tree is on 

the right (with the red bow).  The tree was set up early as 

many places requested an early start date for shopping to 

take advantage of “Black Friday” specials.  Items are 

due back at church by December 8th as the delivery date 

to the Chamber is on December 9th. 

 

The Lutheran Family and Children’s services tree is on 

the left (with the lights).  Items will collected though 

November and December for pick up sometime in 

January.  The items are distributed to families in need 

throughout the year. 

 

 

 

Boxes are under the bulletin 

board in the narthex for 

placing any contributions.  As 

these are filled the items will 

be delivered to Esther’s Pantry.  

There is a list of items 

requested and what they have 

sufficient supply of on the 

bulletin board.  

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
        

                   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

  

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                        

 

 

 

  

                                                                                               
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

December 7 
"Chosen for What?" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
God calls believers to trust and follow Jesus--chosen, but 
chosen for what?   (Romans 15:7) 

December 14 
"Pictures of Patience" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
Patience can be practiced, tested, strained, and lost. 
Christians are called to return the patience God in His 
mercy has shown us, in Christ.  (James 5:7-8) 

December 21 
"Everybody Is Somebody" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
God sends His people--the Church--to be His letters to 
the world, delivering His Word of promise.  (Romans 1:7) 

December 28 
"Get Ready for the Best" 
Guest Speaker: Rev. Germán Novelli Oliveros 
Christ will return--maybe this year, maybe even today! 
Pastor German Novelli helps us to prepare for the 
blessings and challenges of a new year.  (Luke 12:36-37) 

Columbia, MO 

KMCV 100.9 FM Sunday Mornings at 8:00am 
 

Moberly, MO 

KWIX 92.5 FM Sunday Afternoons at 1:30pm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 7:   Second Sunday in Advent   

     Text: Matthew 3:1-12 
 

December 14:  Third Sunday in Advent   

    Text: Matthew 11:2-15 
 

December 21:   Fourth Sunday in Advent  

     Text: Matthew 1:18-25 
   

December 28:   First Sunday after Christmas  

     Text: Matthew 2:3-23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Serving The 

Lord 
 

Officiant: Pastor James Lanning 
 

 

 

 

Be sure to check “Church Updates” for the 

latest church news and prayer requests, as 

well as serving and giving opportunities at 

Good Shepherd. Sign up and register at   

    www.churchupdates.org 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Board of Elders 

Jeff Jaeger (573) 682-0902 

Gary Seider (573) 489-6629 

Mark Nygren (763) 274-4308 

 

 

Board of Trustees 
Brenda Moss (573) 682-7117 

Henry Rainey (573) 823-9777 

Matthew Rojas (573) 999-9051 
 

Church Fellowship Hall and Church 

ballfield scheduling & maintenance 
 

Catherine Simmons 573-819-1272 

Email: office@goodshepherdcentralia.org 

 

LCMS E2 (Encourage & Equip) Conferences 2026 

 

Encourage and equip your congregation's leaders and volunteers through 

practical presentations, partnerships, and networking. These events are free 

to attend, and registration is open! 

All E² conferences are Saturday mornings, 9 a.m.–12:15 p.m. 

Registration: 8:30–9 a.m. 

•           Jan. 31: St. John’s Lutheran Church – Arnold 

•           Feb. 7: St. Matthew Lutheran Church– Lees Summit 

•           Feb. 21: Faith Lutheran Church – Springfield 

•           Feb. 28: Calvary Lutheran High School – Jefferson City 

•           March 7: Saxony Lutheran High School – Jackson 

Discover the full schedule and sessions for each E² conference, including 

presentation topics and speakers below. Registration is open now — walk-

ins are always welcome. 

 

Go to  https://mo.lcms.org/e2-conferences/  to register. 

https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp
https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp
https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp
http://www.churchupdates.org/
mailto:office@goodshepherdcentralia.org
https://mo.lcms.org/e2-conferences/


 

 

 

 
                

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

              

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

   

     

 

 

 

 

  

 

FINANCIAL & ATTENDANCE 
 

October 26 

Attendance  34 

Current            $  970.00 

Building              $270.00 

Total               $ 1,240.00 

 

November 2   

Attendance 41           

Current  $2,395.00 

Building     $330.00 

Total   $2,725.00 

    

November 9   

Attendance 57   

Current  $ 1,530.00  

Building     $ 600.00 

Total   $  

 

November 16   

Attendance 38   

Current  $  670.00 

Building     $170.00  

Total   $   840.00 

 

November 23 

Attendance 43    

Current  $   

Building             $ 

Total   $ 

 

November 30 will report in January 

Attendance   

Current            $  

Building    $ 

Total  $  

 
 

Current 

10% of our current offerings are sent to 

Missouri District for missions.  The remaining 

90% is used for GSLC budget expenses. 

 

Building 

100% of money designated for building stays in 

our congregation for budget expenses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         Other October/November Deposits 
10.26.25 OCC                         $      80.00 

11.02.25 OCC                         $    300.00 

11.02.25 Church Directory     $      60.00 

11.02.25  Christmas Treat       $      10.00 

11.09.25  OCC                         $    100.00 

11.09.25  Christmas Treat        $      10.00 

11.09.25  Hall use                     $      40.00 

11.09.25  Campus Shared         $ 1,250.00 

11.09.25  Bible Study Books    $      27.39 

11.13.25  Book Fair Receipts    $    645.49 

 
 
 

Offering envelopes - please use your envelopes for your church giving as 

much as possible. It makes things much easier for our financial secretary when 

counting and recording member information. If you need envelopes just let 

Jacki  know and she can get you some. Thank you 

 

 

 

  

2026 Advent Dinners and Services Schedule 
Meal at 6:00pm with Worship Service at 7:00pm 

 

December 3-Seider’s hosting main dish - chicken nuggets w/macaroni & cheese 

December 10-Hoek’s hosting main dish lasagna  

December 17-Lannings hosting main dish ziti bake 

 

On Christmas Eve a light supper will be served from 5:30 to 6:15 

  December 24–Simmons’ hosting main dish pizza or beef queso dip  
 

 

 

Your church needs YOU!!! 
Seeking volunteers to be lay readers on Sunday mornings during worship. 

Some of the current readers are stepping down so 1-3 people would help 

keep the rotation to once every 4-6 weeks.  Please see Catherine if you 

would like to read. 

 

TRIVIA NIGHT 
Needing a few more volunteers to help with various duties for trivia night. 

It is scheduled for January 24th (the tables can be left set up for the voters 

meeting the next day!), with a start time of 6 pm.  Doors will open at 5 pm 

for registration and table decoration set up.  John Briggs has agreed to 

emcee the event. 

The proceeds for Trivia Night will be the Summer Lunch on the Square 

program – this well help the various churches purchase supplies to provide 

lunch to the children in our community. 

Needs include someone to assist with trivia questions, raffle and prize 

donations, registration, keeping snacks and beverages replenished.  Please 

see Catherine if you are able to help with this project.   

 

Thank you for your consideration of these needs. 



WOMEN’S GUILD NOTES 
Women's Guild completed their 10th annual Craft and Vendor Fair on Nov. 1.  At that event in the Fellowship Hall where they had rented 

booth space to numerous vendors, they also sold lunch of maid-rite or sloppy joe sandwiches, chips, and cookies. Several members 

donated time and food to the vendor event or the concession stand.  Special thanks to the Men's Group who handled the tables and 

cleanup. At the November Guild meeting, a vote was approved to give $250 to mission grants supported by LWML and $500 towards a 

new playground for Good Shepherd Lutheran.  

 

Our next meeting will be January 12 at 1 pm in the first classroom.  All ladies are invited to attend.  

Some members also assist with Pastor's service at Heritage Hall on the second Tuesday of each month at 10 am.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
The family of Darren Adams – as they mourn his unexpected passing; Christina Gronefeld and her family – as Christina starts her 

internship for DCE; Those facing changes in living circumstances  - moving to an extended care facility; Vivian Diener–recovering 

from surgery; Patti Martinez–breast cancer; Dan Keil (Norma Keil’s son)–burns to hands and face; Prayers for those with health 

issues; prayers for caretakers; Bob Maseman–thyroid cancer treatment (Judy’s brother in law and Steve’s uncle); Rev. Dr. Lee 

Hagan–recovering; Cammie Cunningham (Olivia Hoek’s mother)–cancer treatments; Christ Lutheran School, Perry, GA–facing 

financial challenges; Those affected by the flooding in Texas; Lynn Lake and the other communities affected by the wildfires in 

Canada; Skip Elkin–health issues; Reverend Tim and Erin Schulte; those grieving recent loss of family or friends; Terry Plank–

undergoing chemo treatments; Mike Hyde–recovering from hip fracture; Tammy Morgan–(Sherry Morse’s daughter) – health issues; 

Christina DeJesus–health issues; Brenda Belt (Henry Rainey’s sister) –Stage IV Cancer; Grace–health issues (friend of Hannah 

Lanning); Steve Buckert–recovering; Jenni Murray-Margaret Parker’s daughter-recovering; Ron Borgman; Dick St. John–Brenda 

Moss’s father–health issues; Kim & Terry Decker–health issues; Ed & Ernestine Ramsey; Judy Mahieu; Kyle Lutz–recovering from 

kidney/pancreas transplant; Bonnie Berthelsen; Mark Ramsey; Calvin Stemme–treatment for cancer; Julia Rainey; Jane St. John; 

Dennis & Jackie Nadler; Susan Harris; Wayne Nolan–stepfather of Jeff Jaeger; Michelle Smith–daughter of Jane St John; Arla 

Benskin–daughter of Mary Brechler.  

Missionaries - MOST Ministries (Mission Opportunities Short Term) 

Community Prayers: Father Mike Coleman; Evie Ross–infant needs heart transplant; David–health issues; Bernie Ryan – health 

issues; Charlene–esophageal cancer; Shelley R.–melanoma; Geri Ward– health issues; Gerry Southard–health issues, Kim Smith–

health issues. 

ARMED FORCES:  Veterans of Armed Services – especially those suffering from PTSD and anxiety;  Christopher Thompson, U. S. 

Navy – cousin of Hannah Lanning; Brandon Lowery, U.S. Navy–brother of Rachel Rojas; Donevin Leonard, U.S. Marine Corps–

grandson of Russell & Jacki Stelzer; Chris Chism, U.S. Navy–son of Vickie & Eric Chism; grandson of Barbara Fischer; Brittany 

Macklin–great-niece of Ernestine Ramsey; Community: Ray Finlay, U.S. Army 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Service Opportunities - At our recent voters meeting, a sign-up sheet was shared in which church members could volunteer to lead (or 

work at) one of the numerous service opportunities supported by Good Shepherd during the year. Some people signed up to volunteer, 

and that paper is posted on the narthex bulletin board. There are still several events needing help and leadership.  Please consider if you 

can help with one of these events or assist with one of the other events that people have volunteered to lead. 

 

ADVENT DEVOTIONS 

Born to You . . .A SAVIOR – daily devotions available from Lutheran Hour Ministries starting the First Sunday in Advent, November 

30th through Epiphany January 6th.  Register to receive these at lhm.org/advent. 

 

SEEKING VOLUNTEERS/NOMINEES FOR CHURCH OFFICERS IN 2026 
Open positions are  Council President (1 year term), Recording Secretary (1 year term), Financial Secretary (1 year term), Elder (3-year 
term), Trustee (3-year term).   Description of duties are noted below.  Please see Jeff Jaeger, Ann Seider or Randy Simmons for 
additional information. 
 

President- The president has the duty to preside at all meetings of the Communicant Members. 
 
Recording Secretary - The recording secretary shall record the minutes of all meetings of the Communicant Members and carry on all  
communications as directed by the Communicant Members. 

 
Financial Secretary - The financial secretary shall be in charge of counting all money received by the church, and shall be in charge of keeping 
records of all contributions by individual members, furnishing each member with an accurate annual report of their contributions. The 
financial secretary shall make all deposits of money in the bank, turn over deposit slips to the office secretary, and will be in charge of 
supplying envelope packets to each communicant.  In the event of the absence of the financial secretary at service, Elders shall take charge 
of the money, but turn envelopes over to the financial secretary unopened. The financial secretary shall send a receipt and a note of thanks 
to non-member contributors. 
 



Board of Elders - The Board of Elders shall aid the pastor in supervising the spiritual life of the congregation; make the necessary provisions 
for and render the necessary assistance to the pastor at devotional services; preserve decorum in devotional services; supervise ushers, 
organist, acolytes, and the Altar Guild. The Board of Elders shall direct and supervise all educational activities of the congregation and shall 
appoint the Superintendent of the Sunday School, and all non-professional teachers of the congregation. The Board of Elders will meet at 
least six times per year – in those months in which the Board of Christian Growth does not meet. 

 
Board of Trustees -The Board of Trustees shall see that all necessary repairs on the church property are made, subject to the resolutions by 
the Communicant Members; hold in trust of the congregation all deeds, contracts, insurance policies, and other documents pertinent to the 
physical property of the congregation, and in general, represent the congregation in legal matters; be responsible for calling to the attention 
of the congregation such matters as may affect or are beneficial to the congregation as a property owner.  They shall supervise the janitorial 
services. 
 
 
 
   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 Pastor James Lanning 

(512) 968-4587, Email: pastorlanning@goodshepherdcentralia.org  

Church Office- Catherine Simmons  T&Th 8am-3pm; W 8-10 am, 

12-2 pm; 8-10 F (I attend Bible study Wednesdays)  

(573) 682-3941 

120 West Gano Chance Road   

Centralia, Missouri 65240  

office@goodshepherdcentralia.org 

www.goodshepherdcentralia.org 
 

                       

Pastor James Lanning 

(512) 968-4587, Email: pastorlanning@goodshepherdcentralia.org  

Church Office- Catherine Simmons  8am-1pm M & Th; 11-4 Tu & W  

(573) 682-3941 

120 West Gano Chance Road   

Centralia, Missouri 65240  

office@goodshepherdcentralia.org 

www.goodshepherdcentralia.org 
 
 

http://www.goodshepherdcentralia.org/
http://www.goodshepherdcentralia.org/

