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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Many of us go through our own version of preparations ta
get ready for the Christmas holiday. WegptChristmas treseand
decorate them with lights, fancy ornaments and perhaps a star ¢
top. We purchase gifts for our loved ones in honor and
remembrance of the gifts brought to Jesus by the wise men. We
may even put decorations on our lawns of a nativity set or other
Christmas lights. We prepare for the holiday by setting many
physical reminders of Christmas all around us.

God had a special way of preparing for Christmas and Hit
preparations took longer than a couple of weeks. His preparatio
required thousands of pgle and centuries to complete. Think
about what was involved for God to send Jesus Christ our Savic
into this world. God sent Jesus into the world at a specific time «
His choosing, to a specific woman,deertain town, and in a certai
country. There was nothing left to chance as to when, where, wr
and to whom the coming Messiah would arrive in this world. It w
not an accident that this all occurred at that moment \iihért h e
went out a decree fro@aesar Augustus that all the world should
registere@ 0 (Luke 2:1) The birth of Jesus was a meticulously
planned event that was designed to save the world from sin and
deathi And when the fullness of

Son, born of woman, born under the ldaavredeem those who were
t hat we

¥

under the | aw, SO

(Galatians 4:4,5)

mi

Decenber Church Events

12.3 Adult Bible Study 9am

125 Heritage Hall Worshi@pm
Advent Service at 7pm, Meal at 6pn

129 Chil drends
Turkey Dinner to follow

Chris
12.11 Adult Bible Study 9am

Elders Meetindgpm
12.12 AdvenService aZpm, Meal at 6pm
1217 Worship Committe&pm
1218 Adult Bible Study 9am
12.19 Advent Service at 7pm, Meal at 6pi
12.24 ChristmasEve Service 7pm

12.25 Merry Christmas (No Service)

Continuedonnéx page €



Continued from page 1 ¢&

Goddés plan was designed to restore mankind
destroyed his relationship with God by committ he f i r st sin in the Gar de
ddnét destroy mankind i mmediately wupon their di
debt from sin, a plan that involved time.

Ti me plays an i mportant factor in Godods r esl

leading to the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem, but throughout time He tabernaclet) ydtheHis people to
demonstrate His love and faithfulness. He is a loving Father who cares for His children, who desires His
children to love Him in return. Historynd the experience of living in this world, becomes a learning tool th:
God uses to demonstrate His faithfulness and love to us, so that we learn to put our trust in Him. As Got
experiences our life with us, He is preparing us for that moment in timewsenll enter paradise.
Considering all of this our preparations for Christmas are small and insignificant compared to what God |
done.

It is because of what God has done that each year we prepare for Christmas. This is our time to ¢
Godma@ f |l esh through Jes us ap@hristmadtrees and @Beeorate thenhvatmlight
fancy ornaments and perhaps a star on top. We purchase gifts for our loved ones in honor and rememb
the gifts brought to Jesus by the wise men.

All of these things add to our celebration, but the real preparation for this season takes place in th
The Season of Advent is a time for such preparation. Too often it is suggested that we set aside some ti
during our hectic weeks leadimg Christmas to spent time with Jesus in His Word and in Worship. But s tl
not upside down? Rather our focus for preparation should be time spent with Jesus in His Word and in \
and time spent with our families. Amidst thige then set asidsome time for the decorations and the shoppil
Time spent with Jesus is never a waste, for He will fill our hearts and lives with an abundance of hope ar

And remember this joy is truly experienced as we help prepare the hearts of those afoutiteusirth
of Jesus Christ. We do this by sharing the story of Jesus and by setting an example for others as to the

Chri st mas. God used centuries, and most of al
have centuriedbut we do have the time to share the story of Christmas with those who have not experien:
Godbds | ove. We have the time to show Goddés | o
Christmas.

A simple greeting of Merry Christmas or a smiethose who are lonely or depressed can often be a
better gift for Christmas that any boxed present. A simple caring heart can prepare the way for others to
the gift of the Christ. We have a few weeks until Christmas Eve so just as God prepaeapke for the
coming of Jesus, we too should strengthen and encourage one another to prepare for the coming holida
here as Christians. We are here to prepare for the celebration of Jesus. We are here to prepare for the
eternal Ife that Jesus gave to us. We are here to help others prepare tegus.

God bless,
Pastor Kriete




Lut her an Fami
Services
SEASON OF SHARING

We love the opportunity to place a small Cétmas tree in your church lobby decorated with

paper ornaments that provide information on what our current needs are for the babies we serve
at LFCS. For instance, diapers, wipes, bottles, bibs, sleepers Ehese donations come back to
LFCS and are gven out to our families in needThe members of yauchurch pick an

ornament and bring back the donated item and place it under the tesier the month of

giving LFCS staff will come and pick up the donations.

At LFCS, we provide FREE, nofjudgmentl pregnancy support and education to help our
clients figure out what is best for thenOur services are confidential and our professional,
licensed and caring workers will listen to all of their concerns and help families figure things
out. We supporiour women in parenting our placing their child in our adoption program.

LFCS has placed a Christmas tree in the church from Thanksgiving to Christmas to help the families they
serve. Hereds how we can hel p:

1) Select ornaments from the tree, purchasee ttem, return it unopened and unwrapped. Place it under the
tree.

2) Give a donation to them to purchase needed items. No cash please! Place your check payable to: LFC!
Place your check in an envelope on or under the tree. They will return before Ghastto pick ughe gifts.

Special Offerings
Offerings for Thanksgiving Evédvent servicesand Christmas Eve will be designated to:
Y, Rainbow House
Y Wycliffe Bible Translators

Advent Meals

December 8 Church Council serving soup & chili
Decembe 12" Potluck (everyone bring a meal to share)
December 19 Sr. Youth serving lasagna

Chil drenbés Christmas Service
TheC h i | dOhrsstmé@ssservice will be held on Sunday, Decer@bduring 10 a.m.
wor ship. Fol l owi ng t hidhosta turikey dinmer. Turkeye

mashed potatoes, stuffing and gravy will be providetkase bring side dishes and
desserts to accompany the meal. Everyone is welcome to attend.



Calling all Singers and Musicians

If you would like to sing or plapecial
Christmas music, please let Donna Hoek know
atjdhoekl@gmail.coor 573682-7235.

The Best

Christmas Gift

@,/

il
Chi |l dr e mm@as Se@iber i s
TheCh i | dGhrestmaéssservice will be held on Sunday, Decerber
during 10 a.m. worship. Fol |l o\

host a turkey dinner. Turkey, mashed potatoes, stuffing and gravy wi
provided. Please bring siddishes and desserts to accompany the me
Everyone is welcome to attend.

On November %, Rev.Bill Geis, who serves as th€oordinator of Missions ant
Congregational Services for our Missouri District, visited GSLC to share in our |
Class and Worship houDuring Bible Class Rev. Geis spoke with us about mini
opportunities for rural congregations, and options forviding a Pastor for oul
congregation.During Worship Rev. Geis presented the message.


mailto:jdhoek1@gmail.com

Women's Guild

Womenos Guild met & mhuradayseveningat 6:N0pwme Therewere 8vain attendance

and we all made it home safely through the glistening snowflakes. This was our last meeting for 2018. We
recapped the success of the Fall Festival Craft/Vendor fair held in the Fellowship Hall ori’Née Bnalized

details forserving ur k ey, mashed potatoes wi t h gravy, and
service on Sunday, Dec. 9. Other attendees are welcome to bring another side dish or dessert. We voted to giv
donation td_utheran Indian MinistrieandLutheranHour Ministries SinceGiving Tuesdayappens after
Thanksgiving, we are giving a Guild donation and putting out the BIG mite box after the Nov. 18 church service
for anyone else who wishes to contribute. An LWML benefactor plans to double any dooalliected on

Giving Tuesday There are some Christmas cards for sale near the card rack. Price is $5 per box.

Anyone wishing to join us at our monthly bible study meetings can join us at 6:30 pm on Thursday, Jan. 10, 201
| guarantee you are not tooyng, nor too old to fellowship with our group.

Here are some thoughts from an LWML resource calednen in the Pedva

weekly calendar for a year of sharing His story and love for all.

Il ntroduction: fATheyodl |l Know Weg Are C
written back in 1968, but easily could have been written today. We, as Christians
are recognized by our actions, by our smiles, by what we do every day, but

A Sus ;
qﬁiﬁj’ especially by our love. And that is how we take that first step to easily share the

Good Newsof Jesus with those around us. Yes! It is that easy! God wants us to
reach out to those who dondét know Hi
working of the Holy Spirit through the Word are brought to saving faith, then
owe are one i n tthhee LSpidr,iot saondveomnceani Mmwal k hand in
spread the news that God is in our | and. o

A Make a phone call to someone who lives along. Encourage them and share a short devotion with them.
Do not neglect to show hospitality strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unawares.
(Hebrews 13:2)

A Strike up a conversation with someone you do not know. You might be surprised what needs they will
share. Pray with and for them.So then, as we have opportunity, let wsgbod to everyone, and
especially to those who are of the household of fdiBalatians 6:10)

A52 I NIYR2Y O0G 2F (1AyRySaa (GKA&a 6SS{ o Intalltiingst 2 NJ
| have shown you that by working hard in thisywwee must help the weak and remember the words of the
[ 2NR WSadzaz K2g KS KAYASET &l AR@Actsk0:®b) Aa Y2NB 0 f

A Shovel snow for an elderly person in your neighborhood. Stop to visit with her and ask God to bless her
day. Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the Word of the Lord may speed ahead and be honored, as
happened among yoy2 Thessalonians 3:1)



Christian Growt

Christian Growth committee members met on Tuesday, November 13, 2018 at 6 pm at Good Shepherd Luthera
Church,Centralia. There were 12 members present along with vacancy pastor, Rev. Kriete.

Gary Seider presented a review of Defending your Faitltlass that he has been offering after Worship.

Curt Nadler opened a conversation with a question of whereevaeusselves heading [in regards to small size and
vacancy situation]. A review of recent mission speaker, Rev. Geis, would lead us to believe we will need to
network with other churches: 1)other area Lutheran churches for our ministry work, and/oe? )pntiother
Centralia churches to assist with needs in our community.

Pastor Kriete noted that we need to evaluate our strengths and weaknesses. He expressed an example of one
with a strength being able to lift up another that has a weakntes isame area.

Discussion occurred in regards to working more closely with the nearby small Lutheran ahisetiesis St.

Johns in Mexico or Zion in Moberly. A suggestion was made to have a meeting8viihdple from these other
congregations to bnastorm the kinds of activities we could do together (i.e. VBS, Youth, service to community,
etc.). Discussion occurred about whether we should bring up the subject of dual parish. It was noted that Darre
Gronefeld comes from the St. Charles area whereral Lutheran churches worked closely together on activities.
There was some interest in having a meeting with nearby Lutheran churches as early as possible after Christmz

Pastor Kriete suggested that he would like to contact Missouri District toggét some continued assistance,
perhaps with more involvement from Rev. Geis. He reviewed the three stages we learned about in our recent
instruction. He feels we are ready for the third stage for establishing a vision for the congregation and move
forward.

Gary Seider suggested an idea generating technique that he has used at wdgk\@llestrengths, Weaknesses,
Opportunities, and Threats. Pastor Kriete will look into whether Rev. Geis has a suggestion for self analysis of
strengths and weaknesseThe group discussed whether an online survey or an invitation to a meeting would be
more appropriate. The consensus was that our congregation would gain more from a meeting where discussior
can occur rather than an online survey.

The Christian Growtlmeeting was finished about 8 pm.

Attendance: Catherine and Randy Simmons, Curt and Starr Nadler, Ed and Sheryl Bartels, Gerry Sydow, Katie
Donna Hoek, Jacki Stelzer, Ann and Gary Seider, Rev. Robert Kriete.

Respectfully submitted,

Ann Seider



LUTHERAN HOUR
MINISTRIES

December 2

"Reality Therapy"

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Mich&&eigler

The book of Ruth deals with unimportant people and
unimportant matters, but deals with them in such a way as 1
show that God is active in ordinary livéke yours and mine.
Ruth's story became an important part of the story of Jesus
Listeningto God's work in her life can rescue us from dead ¢
delusions and bring us into what is most +@desusentered
reality.

(Ruth 12)

December 9

"Redeemer with a Capital R"

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler

When people use the word "redeem" outsideebifjious
context, they tend to use it in a commercial serseeming
points from purchases or casino tokens for cash. In the Bibl
the word "redeem" is used in a family setting. In the story of
Ruth, Boaz is a "kinsman redeemer," who points to Jesus, (
capitatr-Redeemer. Jesus has done more than pay our poir
He redeems by bringing us into his clan, his people, his
household,that we might be with him forever.

(Ruth 34)

December 16

"In Anxious Times - Rejoice! "

Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. AnthonyoTy) Cook

Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, rejoice. With
anxiety on the rise, the Apostle Paul's call to "rejoice alwayy
seems all but unobtainable. While there are many helpful w|
to cope with society's increasing anxiety, Paul point® as t
frequently overlooked source of joy and peace, God's grace
Christ.

(Philippians 4:47)

December 23

"The King's Strength "

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler

A true king's strength is seen, not in vaults and arsenals, bu
the loyalty of his peopléNe celebrate the birth of the King
who won the victory, not by taxing his subjects and killing h
enemies, but by serving, loving and dying for them. By his
resurrection, He destroyed the power of sin and lends us
strength to become His loyal subjects.

(Luke 1:2656)

December 30

"A Long Good-By"

Guest Speaker: Dr. Dean Nadasdy

As the year come to a close, we likely have regrets and gui
We can beat ourselves up over work left undone, but Jesus
Christ has assured us that He is your hope. His graceris m
than sufficient to take us into another year and give us peaq
(Luke 2:2732)

Broadcasting
Columbia, MO
KMCYV 100.9 FM Sunday Mornings at 8:00am

Moberly, MO
KWIX 92.5 FM Sunday Afternoons at 1:30pm

December Calendar

December2: First Sunday in Advent
Text: Luke 19:28-40

December9: Second Sunday in Advent
Text: Luke 3:1-14 (1520)

Decemberl6: Third Sunday in Advent
Text: Luke 7:18-28 (2935)

December23: Fourth Sunday in Advent
Text: Luke 1:39-45 (46-56)

December30: First Sunday after Christmas
Text: Luke 2:22-40

GOOD SHEPHERD CARE
COMMITTEE

573-424-2257
573-682-4350
573-881-7879

John Briggs
LeeAnn Mahieu
Sheryl Bartels

Be sure to check ACh
latest church news amqtayer requests, as we
as serving and giving opportunities at Good
Shepherd.
Sign up andegister at
www.churchupdates.org



http://www.churchupdates.org/

December

2018

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

8:30 a.m. Confirmatior] 9:00 a.m. 3:00p.m.

8:45 a.m. S. School Bible Study Heritage Hall

9:00 a.m. Bible Study Worship

10 a.m Worship w/ Advent Service

Communion Meal at 6pm

Service at 7pm

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

8:30 a.m. Confirmatior 9:00 a.m. Bible Advent Service

8:45 a.m. S. School Study Meal at 6pm

9:00 a.m. Bible Study El der 6s Service at 7pm

l0amChi |l dr e 6pm

Christmas Service witl

Turkey Dinner

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

8:30 a.m. Confirmatior| 6:00 p.m. 9:00 a.m. Bble Advent Service

8:45 a.m. S. School | Worship Study Meal at 6pm

9:00 a.m. Bible Study | Committee Service at 7pm

10 a.m. Worship w/

Communion

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

8:30 a.m. Confirmatior; Christmas No Christmas Day

8:45 a.m. S. School | Eve Service | Service

9:00 a.m. Bible Study | at 7 p.m.

10 a.m. Worship w/ Merry Christma!

Chil drends

30 31

8:30 a.m. Confirmatio )

8:45 a.m. S. School PRGN Z)

9:00 a.m. Bible Study .:kl‘ %{

10 a.m. Worship ‘ =,

$o #
¢ %' Birthdays

Brittany Mechlin Dec. 1
Martha Sydow Dec. 3
Norma Keil Dec. 4
Barbara Fischer Dec. 5
Danny Hoek Dec. 8
Jane St John Dec. 9
Cheryl Steffan Dec. 11
Greg Stowers Dec. 12
Elleigh Wood Dec. 16
Starr Nadler Dec. 20
Palmyra Dubbert Dec. 28
Gayle Billings Dec. 29
Martin Mahieu Dec. 30




SERVING THE LORD IN
NOVEMBER

Officiant: Pastor Robert Kriete (vacancy)

December 2

ReaderCatherineSimmons

Greetes. Curt & Starr Nadler

UshersRussell Stelze& Martin Mahieu
Musician: Palmyra Dubbert

Nursery: Alane Gronefeld

Altar Guild: Karen Richterkessiignn Seider
Acolyte:

Tellers: Randy & atherine Simmons

December 9

Chil drends Christmas
Greetes. Curt & Starr Nater

UshersEric Walters & Randy Simmons
Musician: Donna Hoek

Nursery: Jacki Stelzer

Altar Guild: Karen Richterkessing/Ann Seider
Acolyte:

Tellers: Gary & Ann Seider

December 16

ReaderGarySeider

Greetes: Curt & Starr Nadler

Ushers:Aaron Seide& Gay Seider

Musician: Donna Hoek

Nursery: Lori Gesling

Altar Guild: Karen Richterkessing/Ann Seider
Acolyte: Jacki Stelzer

Tellers: John Briggs & Kathy Dickey

December 23

ReaderRandy Simmons

Greetes: Curt & Starr Nadler

UshersRussell Stelze& Randy $mmons
Musician: Donna Hoek

Nursery: Jacki Stelzer

Altar Guild: Karen Richterkessing/Ann Seider
Acolyte:

Tellers: Jeff & Tracy Jaeger

December 30

ReaderAaron Seider

Greetes. Curt & Starr Nadler

UshersDanny Nadler & Curt Nadler
Musician: Donna Hoek

Nursery:Vickie Chism

Altar Guild: Karen Richterkessing/Ann Seider
Acolyte: Jacki Stelzer

Tellers:Vickie Chism & Jacki Stelzer

FINANCIAL AND ATTENDANCE

NOVEMBER
November4
Attendance 46
Current $2,31200
Building $26011
OCC Postage  $75.00
Total $2,647.11
November 11
Attendance 58
Current $1,823.50
Building $210.00
Total $2,033.50
November 18
Attendance 57
Current $1,861.00
Building $235.00
Christmas Tree Lights$269.28
Total $2,365.28
November 25
Attendance 48
Current $4,506.00
Building $120.00
Total $4,626.00

Door Offering 11/4/2018 for Operation
Christmas Child $97.00

Special Offerings

November 21
Thanksgiving EveService $406.00

Current

10% of our current offerings are sent to Missou
District for missions. The remaining 90% is ust
for GSLC budgt expenses.

Building

100% of money designated for building stays ir
our congregation for budget expenses.




¢0th Celebration Picture s
gonfire/Hayride & Dinne,







